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At St John Fisher High School we will ensure that at every level, in all our work and throughout all 

aspects of School community and its life, all will be treated equally, with respect and dignity, free from 

discrimination and harassment. Each person will be given fair and equal opportunities to develop their 

full potential regardless of their age, disability, gender, gender-identity, race, religion or belief, 

appearance, health conditions, home or personal situation, sexual orientation, pregnancy and 

maternity (refers to staff / employment), socio-economic background and special educational needs. 

Our School will tackle the barriers, which could lead to unequal outcomes for these protected groups, 

ensuring there is equality of access and that we celebrate and value the diversity within our School 

community. The School will work actively to promote equality and foster positive attitudes and 

commitment to an education for equality. 
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At St John Fisher Catholic High School, we aim to maintain a safe, purposeful and orderly learning environment 

and to meet the needs of each individual child and assist them in achieving their full potential. Our pupils are 

encouraged to be polite, courteous and to show respect for self and others within our school community at all 

times. In light of the Covid-19 pandemic, it has been necessary to make a number of appropriate adjustments 

to our Behaviour for Learning Policy in order to maintain a safe environment for both pupils and staff. The 

health, safety and wellbeing of our pupils is the highest priority for the school. 

 

Upon their return to school, we wish to re-engage our pupils in an orderly fashion and welcome them back 

into a calm environment within which they can all achieve and thrive. Once pupils return to school, it is 

important that they demonstrate respect and consideration for others; our selfish and thoughtless actions 

could increase the risk of transmission of the Covid-19 virus and it is important that all members of our school 

community play their part in minimising this risk. 

 

The school expects the full cooperation of all pupils upon the return to school and will apply sanctions in a 

reasonable, consistent, fair and proportionate manner to pupils not adhering to measures designed to reduce 

the transmission of Covid-19. Behaviours which compromise the health and safety of others and increase the 

risk of transmission of Covid-19 will be taken very seriously and pupils should expect harsh sanctions to be 

issued. 

 

School staff will use the opportunities during assemblies and extended registration sessions to reinforce the 

school’s behaviour and attendance expectations. During these times, we will emphasise the following 

adaptations/introductions to our Behaviour Policy: 

• expectations for use of school buses 

• expectations for arriving at and leaving school 

• routines during social times of the day, including staff supervision at break and lunch 

• personal hygiene practices 

• social distancing  

• movement between lessons 

 

It is of the utmost importance that all staff ensure our expectations are enforced consistently. The SLT will 

provide regular feedback to staff and parents on how well pupils are adhering to the new routines and 

procedures and will make changes where appropriate to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all members of the 

school community. 

 

This addendum to the school’s Behaviour Policy will continue to be applied until all national measures for 

hygiene and social distancing have been lifted. The school will continue to be guided by DfE and Wigan LA 

advice. 
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Expectations for use of school transport 

We will encourage pupils where possible, to walk or cycle to school, or arrive by car with a parent. School bus 

capacity will be reduced to allow for appropriate guidance measures. 

If pupils must use school bus services to travel to and from school, they must take responsibility for keeping 

themselves and others safe by following these simple measures enforced by school and Transport for Greater 

Manchester (TfGM):  

• When and where possible, sit on the bus in a bubble with your respective Year group. 

• Keep your distance where possible at the bus stop or when queueing in an orderly fashion at school.  

• Clean your hands regularly and carry your own hand sanitiser.  

• Use contactless payment, buying tickets online for smart cards or using mobile apps where possible, or 

use exact change only if you need to pay with cash.  

• Don’t board public transport if you, or a member of you household, has symptoms of coronavirus. 

• If a child develops symptoms while at school or college, the school will contact parents and they must 

return home. They should not travel home on public transport. 

• The school advises pupils to wear face masks at all times whilst travelling on a school bus. 

 

The school expects the full cooperation of all pupils whilst travelling on school buses. Should a pupil 

compromise the health and safety of others on a school bus, appropriate school sanctions would be applied. 

 

Expectations for arriving at and leaving school 

Pupils should enter school through the main entrance on Baytree Road then go straight to their designated 

areas prior to the start of registration. Pupils will be encouraged to maintain a social distance of 2 metres 

where possible.  

At the end of the school day, pupils will leave the school site from their designated exit. Staff will assist in 

supervising pupils as they leave school and provide social distancing reminders. We will insist on a calm and 

orderly departure from school. 

 

Routines during social times of the day, including staff supervision at break and lunch 

Break and lunch times will be taken at staggered intervals and in designated areas. Pupils should stay within 

their ‘year group bubbles’ during these times in the school day. Once they have left the canteen, pupils should 

congregate in their designated play areas during break and lunch. There will be additional staff supervision 

during social times of the school day. There is an expectation that all pupils will follow staff instructions during 

break and lunch times and will cooperate fully with teaching and support staff at all times. 
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Personal hygiene practices 

All school staff will emphasise to pupils the importance of taking personal responsibility for appropriate 

personal hygiene. Pupils will be expected to follow all hand washing and hygiene routines whilst in school; 

they will be reminded to use antibacterial gel at regular intervals throughout the day and before/after eating. 

Pupils will be reminded to adhere to the Public Health England ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ guidance and should they 

need to cough or sneeze, to use a tissue or crook of their arm. 

Pupils must take responsibility for their own equipment, e.g stationary, water bottles etc and should not share 

these with other children.  

 

Social distancing 

Pupils will be expected to socially distance from their peers and staff at all times throughout the school day. 

pupils should avoid physical contact with anyone else in school. 

When in the classroom, pupils should not leave their designated seat unless given permission by an adult. 

School staff will provide regular reminders for pupils to maintain appropriate social distancing.  

Appropriate school sanctions will be applied where a pupil refuses, or for repeated failure, to maintain social 

distancing.  

 

Movement between lessons 

In an attempt to maintain social distancing, it has been necessary to make some appropriate adjustments to 

the school’s movement policy; these changes will be reinforced to all pupils upon their return to school. Staff 

are asked to be vigilant at the changeover of lessons and to assist with pupil movement at these times. Pupils 

should adhere to one-way system at all times as instructed by staff. 

 

Pupil mental health and wellbeing 

The education of our pupils has been severely disrupted by the coronavirus pandemic. We acknowledge that a 

number of our pupils may have been exposed to a range of adverse experiences during the lockdown period. 

Furthermore, many pupils will have been adversely affected by the lack of routine and structure that daily 

school life brings. Our aim is to ensure a smooth and successful reintegration of all pupils back to school. Staff 

will be sensitive to the needs of all pupils and the school will provide additional support where necessary. 

Pastoral leaders will coordinate a programme of social and emotional support for those pupils who need it 

upon their return to school. 

Once pupils return to school, a priority for staff will be to reconnect with families and to strengthen the 

working relationships between school and home. 
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Pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 

We acknowledge that for our pupils with SEND, the prolonged period of isolation and the absence of the 

norms of school life may have had a significantly detrimental effect on their social, emotional and mental 

health and could result in changes in their behaviour. This group of pupils may need additional support as part 

of their reintegration back into school. The SENDCO will coordinate a support package for our children with 

SEND where appropriate, and if necessary undertake individual risk assessments.  

The school understands that children with SEND may require a slightly longer period of time to familiarise 

themselves with the modified school routines and expectations. Reasonable adjustments will be made when 

applying rewards and sanctions and the school will work closely with parents of this group of pupils. 

 

Unwell pupils 

Pupils will be expected to inform a member of staff should they begin to feel unwell. If a pupil presents with 

Covid-19 related symptoms, they will be isolated until a family member is able to collect them from school. 

The family member will be asked to seek professional medical advice before the child returns to school. 

 

Lockdown 

Should there be a need for a second lockdown, the school will seek to provide appropriate on-line learning for 

all pupils so that we continue to provide a broad and balanced curriculum. The school will communicate with 

families via the school website and social media platforms. If there is a requirement for a pupil to self-isolate, 

the school will endeavour to provide work throughout the period of isolation. 

 

Attendance & punctuality 

Prior to the return to school of all pupils in September 2020, the school will remind all parents that attendance 

will be mandatory from the start of the school year. 

The school will, as in previous years, set an aspirational target of 100% attendance for all pupils. Pupils have 

been away from school for a significant period of time and it is more important than ever before that pupils 

achieve a regular attendance and arrive on time for school. 

The school’s normal attendance and punctuality procedures will continue to be applied from the start of the 

autumn term, however, the school will be mindful of absence due to Covid-19 related symptoms and absence 

due to anxiety linked to the ongoing pandemic. 


